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A M E R Y  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  U C C  

Congregational Clarion 
CELEBRATING AUGUST 
by Simplifying Your Life! 
 
“Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moths 
and vermin destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal. But 
store up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where moths and 
vermin do not destroy, 
and where thieves do not break 
in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will 
be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21) 
 
While I’m away this August, I 
thought I’d recommend the 
simple life. The Bible has many 
passages that points toward 
ways we might live more 
fully in our hectic world... For 
instance, did you know that the 
first week of August is “Simplify 
Your Life Week?” No, I didn’t 
either. 
 
How do we do that you ask? 
Here are some ideas... 
Simplifying our 
environments at home is always 
a good practice to have. The 
easiest way to do this is the scale 
down our lifestyle. Organizing 
through schedules often work for 
families who have a lot of 
activities outside the home. 
Schedules keep everyone on 
task and support a well-balanced 
home life.  
 
Families that follow schedules 
help children develop self-

discipline later in life. 
 
“Then he said to them, ‘Watch 
out! Be on your guard against all 
kinds of greed; life does not 
consist in an abundance of 
possessions.’”(Luke 12:15) 
 
On occasion, we have people in 
our lives that cause stress. It can 
be tough to eliminate these 
people from your life, but it’s 
worth it in the end. Life is 
too short to be hampered by 
people who cause more 
problems than they are worth. 
 
“Do not conform to the pattern of 
this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind. Then 
you will be able to test and 
approve what God’s will is—his 
good, pleasing and perfect 
will.”(Romans 12:2) 
 
Taking a break from social media 
is one activity that can help refine 
our life. By logging off once and a 
while, we allow ourselves to find 
other things to accomplish or get 
in that needed afternoon nap. We 
need to choose simplification that 
best suits our own needs. It’s 
important to remember we are all 
different and situations affect us 
uniquely. Once you find what 
works for you, stick with it. 
 
“Jesus answered, ‘If you want to 
be perfect, go, sell your 
possessions and give to the poor, 

(Continued on page 7) 

 

 

Welcome  
August 
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Historical Events in August: 

August 2, 1790 – The first census in the U.S. was conducted 

August 4, 1977 – United States Department of Energy was 

founded. 

August 6, 1965 – President Johnson signs Voting Rights Act 

August 8, 1974 – President Richard Nixon resigns from office 

August 9, 1944 – The creation of Smokey Bear was authorized 

August 11, 1992 – The Mall of America opens in Bloomington, 

Minnesota 

August 12, 1961 – East Germany begins construction of the 

Berlin Wall 

 

August 14, 1935 – President Roosevelt signs Social Security 

Bill into law 

August 15, 1914 – Panama Canal is opened to ships. 

August 18, 1920 – 19th amendment ratified 

August 20, 1896 – The Rotary Dial telephone patented 

August 24, 1991 – Ukraine declares independence from the So-

viet Union. 

August 28, 1963 – Civil rights march on Washington 

August 30, 1945 – The Japanese occupation of Hong Kong 

ends. 

19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution: Women's Right to Vote (1920) 
Passed by Congress June 4, 1919, and ratified on August 18, 1920, the 19th amendment granted women the right to vote. 
The 19th amendment legally guarantees American women the right to vote. Achieving this milestone required a lengthy and 
difficult struggle—victory took decades of agitation and protest. Beginning in the mid-19th century, several generations of 
woman suffrage supporters lectured, wrote, marched, lobbied, and practiced civil disobedience to achieve what many 
Americans considered a radical change of the Constitution. Few early supporters lived to see final victory in 1920. 
Beginning in the 1800s, women organized, petitioned, and picketed to win the right to vote, but it took them decades to 
accomplish their purpose. Between 1878, when the amendment was first introduced in Congress, and August 18, 1920, 
when it was ratified, champions of voting rights for women worked tirelessly, but strategies for achieving their goal varied. 
Some pursued a strategy of passing suffrage acts in each state—nine western states adopted woman suffrage legislation by 
1912. Others challenged male-only voting laws in the courts. Some suffragists used more confrontational tactics such as 
picketing, silent vigils, and hunger strikes. Often supporters met fierce resistance. Opponents heckled, jailed, and sometimes 
physically abused them. 
By 1916, almost all of the major suffrage organizations were united behind the goal of a constitutional amendment. When 
New York adopted woman suffrage in 1917 and President Wilson changed his position to support an amendment in 1918, 
the political balance began to shift. 
On May 21, 1919, the House of Representatives passed the amendment, and 2 weeks later, the Senate followed. When 
Tennessee became the 36th state to ratify the amendment on August 18, 1920, the amendment passed its final hurdle of 
obtaining the agreement of three-fourths of the states. Secretary of State Bainbridge Colby certified the ratification on 
August 26, 1920, changing the face of the American electorate forever. 
The campaign for woman suffrage was long, difficult, and sometimes dramatic; yet ratification did not ensure full 
enfranchisement. Decades of struggle to include African Americans and other minority women in the promise of voting 
rights remained. Many women remained unable to vote long into the 20th century because of discriminatory state voting 
laws. 
From the National Archives 

08/01  Brett Johnson 

08/02  Chad Leonard 

08/03  Doug Johnson 

08/05  Jessica Stoeklen  

08/08  Yvonne Monteith  

08/09  Carol Eklund  

08/15  Howard Monteith 

08/16  Juli Swanson 

08/16  Brennen Wagner 

08/16  Linda Satterlund 

08/17  Cheryl Bowman 

08/20  Lavone Pratt 

08/24  David Russo 

08/24  Wyatt O'Rourke 

08/27  Benjamin Pitchford 

08/27  Bobbie Edin 
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F r o m   

A b b y  B e t z o l d  

Y O U T H  M I N I S T E R  

Youth Director Contact Information: 

Abby Betzold 
715.268.7390; ext. 12 

715.715.641.2237 (cell) 
Youth.ameryucc@gmail.com 

YOUTH 
 
Somehow summer is already coming to a close. With that we will continue to enjoy the last moments of 
our summer youth events in service and fun!  
 
This month we have our Valley Fair fun day on Monday, August 8th from 8am-8pm. This is a great event 
for adults to join us as chaperones and drivers. There is something for everyone! Youth should bring 
money for food to this event but tickets are covered.  
 
On Wednesday, August 17th we will have our last summer faith & fun day. We will be painting a trailer 
for the Maukstads service alpacas in the morning and planning to go bowling in the afternoon. This is 
tentatively going to be from 8am-3pm with details to be finalized soon! Watch your emails & Facebook!  
 
Finally, believe it or not, we will be starting back to regular youth group on Wednesday, August 31st from 
3:30-7pm. As a reminder youth group is for grades 6th-12th. The fall is a wonderful time to bring a friend 
to join the fun & fellowship!  
 
Ways you can help our youth?? 

  Drive & chaperone a summer event! 

  Donate to the youth fund 

  Cook a Wednesday night meal during the school year 

  Volunteer on Wednesday nights to send time with an awesome group of kids! 

  Invite friends & family to come to youth activities  
 

As always reach out to me if you have any questions! 
Blessings for a beautiful August! 
Abby 

The youth packed meals at Feed My Starving Children  



   

 

 
Creation Care Team Exhibit Shares Wealth of Inspirational Examples at Annual Meeting 

By Kathy Bartilson 
Visitors to the 2022  United Church of Christ Wisconsin Conference Annual Meeting learned about dozens of 
ways to be Earth-friendly when they visited the exhibit of the Creation Care Team. Two of the exhibitors 
were: 
“Who Gives a Cr***” “Charitable” Paper Products - https://us.whogivesacrap.org/ 
Did you know that more people in the world have cell phones than have access to sanitary restroom 
facilities?  This bothered the founders of “Who Gives a Crap” paper enough that they started this mail-order 
paper products company, which donates 50% of its profits to building sanitary toilet facilities around the 
world. 
The company offers excellent recycled and bamboo household paper products through a subscription service 
on their humorous website. Since 2012, the Australian company has donated more than $7.5 million (U.S.) to 
a partner charity that builds and maintains simple sanitary facilities around the world. These paper products 
are available in the continental United States as well, with satisfied customers in Wisconsin.  
These plastic-free products are shipped to your door in cardboard boxes at a frequency you choose. The cost 
is reasonable for the quality and 
service provided, currently around 
$1.29 per roll of recycled toilet 
paper. According to the company 
website, they are a “B Corp™ 
certified for the highest standards of 
social and environmental 
impact.”  Shipping is free and 
certified carbon-neutral on orders 
over $25. 
$7.5 million donated for sanitation 
Plastic-free products and packaging - Recycled and bamboo paper - Carbon neutral shipping to Wisconsin 
 
Canned Water4kids 
Drinking Water in Recyclable Aluminum Cans - https://www.cannedwater4kids.org/ 
This is a great WISCONSIN non-profit to support. Located in Sussex, Wisconsin, this non-profit organization 
is dedicated to assuring safe water locally and worldwide, especially for children. According to the website, 
the company believes “all children need clean, safe water today – so they have a chance at 
tomorrow.”  Further, the water is put in recyclable aluminum cans and bottles, eliminating use of plastic 
bottles. Working with other partner organizations, they support construction of wells and water purification 
systems, as well as disaster relief and educational efforts. Locally, the company has donated $10,000 in water 
to nursing moms in Milwaukee ZIP codes where there is lead in the drinking water. They also donate water to 
city kids and teach entrepreneurship and Water 101. The non-profit is celebrating its 15th anniversary in 
business this year. 
Congratulations and thanks to these (and many more) churches and organizations taking an active role in 
Creation Care. We hope you are inspired to further action by their projects. 
 

THEY NEED YOUR HELP! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

THE PROBLEM IS REAL 
According to the World Health Organization and a recent UN World Water Development Report.  

A child dies every 8 seconds from drinking unsafe water 
5,000 children die every day 
Every 21 seconds a child perishes from waterborne diseases 
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The Way Up is Down by Marlena Graves 
Book Review by Heather Rushfeldt 

  The Way Up is Down is a practical meditation on the idea of “kenosis” or “self-
emptying.”  This idea is grounded in Paul’s exhortation to the Philippians: “Let each of 
you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others.  Let the same mind be in 

you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with 
God as something to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human 
likeness.” (v. 1:4-7) 
  Drawing on personal experience, testimonies of Christian laypeople and clergy, figures in Church 
history, and character sketches of biblical personalities, Marlena Graves explores the practical 
implications of following Christ in his humility.  As a bi-racial person who has been touched by 
experiences of poverty, marginalization, and mental illness, much of Marlena’s experience of 
formation comes to the fore in her activism and writing.  In this book, she brings her faith to bear on 
many contemporary social issues which, for her, are personal experiences.  In her characteristically 
conversational and open style, she leads her readers in a study on emptying oneself to be filled with 
the presence and power of God.  
  I appreciated this book.  In my experience, many devotional books and studies have an 
unrealistically pollyannaish tone.  It was refreshing to be reminded of the spiritual richness to be 
found in identification with Christ’s humility.  Rather than self-gratification or glory-seeking, Marlena 
Graves explores with her reader a path of considering others to be greater than ourselves.  I would 
recommend The Way Up is Down for anyone who is interested in a rich contemporary take on the 
ancient kenotic ethic. 
  Marlena Graves is a writer, speaker, author, activist, adjunct professor at Winebrenner Seminary and 
Ph.D. candidate at Bowling Green State University in the field of American Culture Studies.  The 
Way Up is Down won Christianity Today’s 2021Award of Merit (tie). 
This book, along with many others, is available in our church library.  If you have recently read an 
encouraging book, please reach out to the church office with a suggestion that it be featured in The 
Clarion.  

On the 18th of July, the home of Vonda and Bruce Beckham, daughter and son-in-law of Vonnie 
and Doc Niccum, burned down.  Almost everything was lost in the fire. They count it as a huge 
blessing that nobody was in the home at the time of the fire and the neighbors were able to get the 
family dogs out. Though almost everything was lost, one thing that was not touched by the fire was a 
beautiful wooden cross that was hanging in one of the bedrooms. This cross was lovingly made by 
Grandpa Nick for one of his grandchildren. Seeing that cross still hanging untouched by fire or ash 
was a comforting sign for the Beckham family - a sign that God is always with us to give solace and 
hope in times of trouble. 
 
Though the Beckham family is fortunate to have had good home insurance, right now they will be 
living in a camper until they are able to rebuild. They have immediate needs for so many day to day 
household and personal items. Financial assistance would be a great help and much appreciated at this 
time. 
 
If you would like to help, you may send or drop off contributions to the church office, 201 North 
Harriman Ave, Amery 54001. Maren Dodge, one of our Congo youth, is creating a picture with the 
theme, “Out of ashes comes love.” The names of all contributors will be printed on the back of the 
picture and presented to the family with the care envelope.  Maren plans to have the picture finished 
by Sunday, August 21st. We would like to be able to present the picture and financial contributions on 
that day. 
 
As always, we thank our Congo family for your compassion and generosity. 
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Council Meeting Minutes July 19, 2022 
 

Attendance:  Ginny Ormsby, Heather Rushfeld, Sandy Morris, Sherry Monson, Garth Schumacher, Mary Piasecki, Shel-
don Betzold, Barry Tulkki, Margie Peterson, Rae Wooldridge 
Meeting opened in prayer led by Pastor Garth. 
June Council Minutes:  Motion made & 2nd by Sandy Morris and Barry Tulkki.  Passed 
Treasure and Financial Secretary Reports:  Ginny O. reported the church is under budget for Income and Expenses.  The 
gap is widening.  Income to Expense Variance = minus $8,627.25;  Total income to date = $75,249.15; Total Expense to 
date = $83,876.40.  Chad L. submitted a written financial report.  He indicated in his report that summers are difficult.  We 
have a shortfall for June of about $12,000.00 and over $30,000.00 for the year.  He recommended we need to continue to 
encourage giving and fundraising. 
Clerk’s Report:  Sandy M. reported there was 1 baptism (Stalhiem) & 1 death (Mary Adams).  Currently at 165 members. 
Youth Director’s Report:  Abby B. reported there were 7 churches involved in VBS that was led by Wapo Staff. An aver-
age of 35 kids/night participated.  The Youth group has been meeting 2x/month with approximately 12 kids participating. 
Board of Trustee Report:  Margie P. reported on the following: 

Counting the money process is being written up.  Need 1 more person to assist with counting. 
Audit training will be taught by Roger VanSommer’s 
Planning to give a quarterly report to the congregation regarding the financials. 
Checking into replacing the ceiling tiles in the hallways, etc. 
Vomit kit for kitchen is completed. 
HVac System – discussed having someone turn on the Air conditioner on Saturday night or early Sunday mornings 

so the Sanctuary is more comfortable. 
Board of Christian Education Report:  Abby B. reported they assisted with a VBS meal. 
Board of Deacon Report: Barry T. reported they have not met since last month. 
Board of Congregational Giving:  Abby B. they have not met since last month. 
Mission and Social Concerns Committee Report:  Heather R. reported she has personally met with a few homebound 
individuals.  August 14th the Church will join together with New Life Church in a joint worship service.  She brought up the 
idea of restarting the “Noisy Kettle” project on the 5th Sundays to collect funds for special causes like: the backpack pro-
gram, church camp scholarships, youth group, etc. 
Pastor Report:  Written report submitted by Pastor Garth.  Highlights of report included his regular weekly responsibilities 
as well as a plan to offer 2 (40 minute) forums in September/October.  The forums will include: “State of the Interim: 
Where we are in our Church Process” and “Great Expectations: Our Next Pastor”.  He will be taking an unpaid leave which 
will begin August 1 and he will return on August 30.  He proposed this leave to help the church stay closer to budget.  
Emergency Pastor Care is still in the works for August but all 4 Sundays are covered.  The persons leading worship will be 
Barry Tulkki, Abby Betzold, Pastor Craig Jorgenson, & Heather Rushfeld.  Shirley Satterlund’s Memorial Service will be 
Saturday October 8 at the church and followed with a meal at the Amery Golf Course. 
Pulpit Committee:  They have a meeting scheduled on Thursday, July 21. 
Old Business:  Time commitment for the computer person who broadcasts Sunday Services would be closer to a 2-2 ½ 
hour commitment. 
New Business:   

Heather R. presented information on the possible new leadership role with the title of Community Director.  She 
would take on this responsibility.  It would be an unpaid position.  She would work alongside the Pastor and Youth 
Director to create opportunity for discipleship, fellowship, strengthen community engagement among the congre-
gants & create opportunities to welcome members of the wider community into fellowship & worship.  The Com-
munity Director would be supervised & answer directly to the pastor. A budget for approved programs, events, and 
opportunities will be established and approved by the Church Council.  Any spending for things like curriculum 
purchased for bible studies, etc. will be submitted to and approved by the Church Council.  Programs effectiveness 
will be evaluated on the basis of attendance, participant feedback & community impact.  The Community Director 
will be evaluated quarterly by the Pastor based on program reports and overall performance.  Trustees will review 
the written information presented by Heather R. 
August 14th Joint Worship Service and Potluck:  Mission Team will grill brats and burgers.  Sandy M will provide 
the brats.  Both congregations will be asked to provide the side dishes. 
Chicken & Biscuit Dinner planned for Sunday, October 2nd from 11:15-2:00.  Dinner will include both dine-in and 
take-out options. 
Both upright Refrigerator and Freezer will be looked at tomorrow, July 20, 2022.  Both stopped operating properly 
this week.  One of the stoves in kitchen is also out of order. 

Next Council Meeting:  August 9th at 6:00 
Motion to adjourn was made and seconded by Ginny O. and Barry T.  Passed. 
Submitted by: Sherry Monson 
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and you will have treasure in heaven. Then 
come, follow me.’ When the young man heard 
this, he went away sad, because he had 
great wealth. Then Jesus said to his disciples, 
‘Truly I tell you, it is hard for someone who is 
rich to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell 
you, it is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for someone who 
is rich to enter the kingdom of God.’”(Matthew 
19:21-24) 

 
 
Turns out Jesus Christ was wanting us to have 
a better and simpler life. 
Imagine that! 
 
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Garth Schumacher 

(Best Practices Continued from page 1) 

REV. SCHUMACHER OUT FOR MONTH OF AUGUST... YOU ARE IN 
GOOD HANDS! 

Rev. Garth Schumacher is voluntarily taking off the month of August without pay in order to help balance 
our 2022 budget.  He will be flying to North Carolina for about a week to visit with his ailing parents.  
The rest of the month will be spent mending fences and general chores around the farm house. 
 
Meanwhile, know that you are in good hands!  Members of our church (and, friends next door) are 
covering worship services and emergency pastoral care. 
WORSHIP SERVICES WILL BE LED BY:   
 

 Barry Tulkki—August 7;  

 Rev. Craig Jorgenson and New Life Band—August 14th w/ BBQ;  

 Abby Betzold—August 21;  

 Heather Rushfeldt—August 28. 
 
EMERGENCY PASTORAL CARE:  

 Barry Tulkki—August 1-8;  

 Rae Woldridge—August 9—22;  

 Nyla Anderson—August 23—29.  
 
Rev. Schumacher will be back in the office on August 31... raring to go!  Till then, have a wonderful 
August! 
 
 
TWO INTERIM FORUMS THIS FALL 
Rev. Schumacher will lead two forums this coming Fall.  Exact dates have not been set but will take place 
on Sundays after worship sometime in September—October. 
1st Forum:  “STATE OF THE INTERIM, WHERE WE ARE IN OUR CHURCH” 
2nd Forum: “GREAT EXPECTATIONS: OUR NEXT PASTOR” 
 
These forums will take only 30-40 minutes and help us all understand how this interim is going and what 
to expect when the new minister is finally selected.   
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AUGUST 

Church Office Hours 
 

Monday              Closed 
Tuesday              10am - 2 pm 
Wednesday         10am - 2 pm 
Thursday            10am - 2 pm  
Friday                   9am - 1 pm 


