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C O N G R E G A T I O N A L

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS
WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE?
Happy New Year! (sound of party
favors and a blast of confetti falling
all around)

Welcome
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Have a
Joyful
New Year

Ok. At my age, I’ve learned to
bypass making New Year’s
resolutions. I don’t think I’ve kept a
one! (Frankly, I’ve conveniently
forgotten them) How about you? Any
resolutions that have lasted more than
two months?... One month?... One
week?
They are hard aren’t they? Paul had
something to say about intentions,
didn’t he?
For what I want to do I do not do, but
what I hate I do. And if I do what I do
not want to do, I agree that the law is
good. As it is, it is no longer I myself
who do it, but it is sin living in me. I
know that nothing good lives in me,
that is, in my sinful nature.
(Romans 7)
Now, Paul was talking about sin, and
if we think of sin as “missing the
mark.” I’d have to say I’m a bad shot.
Perhaps I need another metric to
describe sin. I like St. Augustine’s
view that sin was a qualitative
thing… measured in degrees. The
more one is directed toward God, the
less sinful it is. The corollary is
useful as well for sin. The more one
looks away from God, the more sinful
it is. It’s a question of direction and
degree! It’s not so brutally black and
white… there’s more nuance. Are we
looking toward God or away from
God? Are our actions helpful for
bringing more Christ into the world or
not? This incremental approach to

U C C

my intentions in life means I don’t
have to be in an “all or nothing”
mindset… it’s more grace-filled.
So, I’ll share a few resolution/
intention quotes from a few famous
people that I personally like. It is my
hope that they will inspire you to
create your own New Year’s
Resolution that will be more gracefilled for 2022…
“Learn from yesterday, live for today,
hope for tomorrow.”—Albert Einstein
“Life is an opportunity, benefit from
it. Life is beauty, admire it. Life is a
dream, realize it.”—Mother Teresa
“It is not in the stars to hold our
destiny but in ourselves.” —William
Shakespeare
“No matter how hard the past is, you
can always begin again.” —Jack
Kornfield
“Kindness, kindness, kindness. I want
to make a new year's prayer, not a
resolution. I'm praying for courage.”
—Susan Sontag
“I promise to open myself more to
Christ this year.” --- Garth
Schumacher
May 2022 fill you with God’s Holy
Spirit of Christ so that you may live a
life full of beauty, truth, courage, and
love!
I have come so that you may have life
and have it abundantly! (John 10:10)
Blessings,
Rev. Garth Schumacher
NOTE: Rev. Schumacher will be the
featured pastor for the 8am Bible
Study slot at our local radio station,
WPCA. It will run from Monday,
January 3 – Friday, January 7. You
may tune in over the air waves or
online.
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01/03 Henry Bowen

01/08 Darlene Sattler

01/05 Kory Hill

01/09 Debra Strodthoff

01/05 Alek Betzold

01/10 Zeke Eugene Warner

01/07 Lindy Olson

01/14 Ozzie Warner

01/07 Nyla Roettger

01/17 Rooney Adele Warner

01/07 Heather Rushfeldt

01/21 Donavan Maukstad

01/08 Essie Whitehead

01/24 Connor Satterlund

The Month of January
January was named for the Roman god Janus, known as
the protector of gates and doorways who symbolize
beginnings and endings. Janus is depicted with two faces,
one looking into the past, the other with the ability to see
into the future. What a fitting symbol for this first day of the
year; this month is our door into the new year.
The Romans often made promises to Janus and
exchanged good wishes!
Janus am I; oldest of potentates;
Forward I look, and backward, and below
I count, as god of avenues and gates,
The years that through my portals come and go.
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, American poet (1807–82)

MEMBERS AND
FRIENDS

Golden Age Manor
220 Scholl Street
Amery, WI 54001
(715) 268-7107
Dave Waterman

Memory Care
215 Birch St. W
Amery, WI 54001
Jeanne Murphy
Bob Holm

Evergreen Village
611 Harriman Avenue
(715) 268-6640
Gussie Fennern

Riverbend
475 Golfview Lane
715.268.9949
Beth Sorensen
Ruth Schafer
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From
Abby Betzold
YOUTH MINISTER
A new year and new opportunities are
upon us all as we enter January! As
with each new year we often reflect on
the past year. I can say that this past
year starting my adventure as youth
director midway through has been one
of the biggest highlights. December
was another wonderful month. We
filled it with service projects from bell
ringing, ornament making for residents
at Memory Care, and sending cards to
our shut-ins. What wonderful ways to
share the gift of God's love with
others. In January we will continue
with youth group every Wednesday
night from right after school (about
3:30) until 7pm. Confirmation will take place on Jan. 5th & Jan. 19th from 5:30-7pm. If you are
looking for a way to support the youth we are always looking for cooks! We eat around 6pm
each Wednesday and have about 12-15 people between youth and volunteers. Please let me
know if you are willing to help in this way!
Thanks for a great 2021 and here's to new memories for 2022!
Blessings, Abby
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Youth & Sunday School
Christmas Program
On Sunday December 12th the Sunday
School Students and our Youth Group
presented our Christmas Program. With
scripture reading of the Christmas story and
familiar carols they shared the true meaning
of Christmas and a reminder that although
we get lost in the tales and fun stories
surrounding the season, Christ is the real
reason for the season. We are so thankful
for all who attended and supported these
talented young people!

Youth Director Contact Information:
Abby Betzold
715.268.7390; ext. 12
715.715.641.2237 (cell)
Youth.ameryucc@gmail.com
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December 19th
Christmas
Concert
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New Office Hours
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

INQUIRERS GATHERING
(Sunday, Jan. 23 at 11am-- after
worship)
POTENTIAL NEW MEMBERS
ATTENTION!

For those considering joining our
church, this is your opportunity to ask
all those questions you’ve had since
first visiting us. This is a no-pressure
gathering… meaning that you don’t
have to join after meeting with us. It’s
just informational and informal. Hope
you can make it!

Closed
10am - 2 pm
10am - 2 pm
10am - 2 pm
9am - 1 pm

Bible Study Wednesdays
10am in Fellowship Hall
On January 12th, we
will be starting a new 6
week CD series based
on the book by Rabbi
Evan Moffic, Reading
the Old Testament
Through Jewish Eyes
– a study of the
scriptures Jesus read.
In this study, Rabbi
Moffic explores the

first five books of the
Hebrew Bible and
highlights the key
points of interest to
Christians. He
presents the biblical
text and interpretations
of it in the way Jewish
leaders during the time
of Jesus would have
studied it..
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December 14, 2021 Council Meeting Minutes
Attendance: Sandi Morris, Barry Tulkki, Dave Bowman, Abby Betzold, Sheldon Betzold, Ginny Ormsby, Garth Schmacher, Sherry Monson
Opened meeting in prayer by Garth
November Council Minutes approved by Barry T & Sandy M.
Treasure & Financial Secretary Report: Ginny O. reported good news that she did not need to withdraw money to pay bills. Currently $14,000.00 in checking account. Motion made and seconded by
Barry T. and Abby B.
Clerk Report: Sandy M. reported no change in membership. Currently 164 members.
Youth Directors Report: Abby B reported on the current activities the youth are involved in: making
Christmas ornaments for Memory Care; making cards for shut in’s with a photo of the youth group;
Bell ringing followed up with a movie.
Trustee Report: Dave B reported the following. There was 1 maintenance issue with the circulation
pump in the fellowship hall that was fixed. Because the financials are falling short year after year the
following actions were put in place: Garth offered to take 1 month off (June) without pay; Rae’s hours
will be reduced to 4 days a week; because the current cleaning company is short staffed it was decided to let them go. The following 5 church member families will be taking over the duties of cleaning
for 2021: Emerson’s, Dusek, Bowman, Betzold & Leonard’s. The trustee committee now fully staffed
since Tom Morris, Tommy Dusek and Duane Morris volunteered to come on board.
Board of Christian Education Report: Abby B reported they have rented a Smore Cabin on December 29th at the Sam’s Christmas Light display in Somerset. Sunday School Families and youth are
encouraged to participate. They will meet at the church at 5:15 to car pool. Cost to enter the light
display is $15.00.
Diaconate Report: Barry T. reported the following: They have been working at contacting the shut
in’s; they decided to cancel caroling because Memory Care is shut down due to Covid; January
7th the church will be undecorated; they have been helping work on the Christmas Eve Service; because they have begun to pass the plate again they are thinking about having some kind of card in
the pew backs for the people who give electronically, etc. so they can place that card in the offering
plate; Ginny O. has volunteered to help organize the fellowship hall after worship treat schedule for
2021 and Barry T. will organize the greeters/ushers schedule; The officers of the church will take
January.
Congregational Giving Report: Abby announced the pledge/giving letter was sent out to members.
Mission and Social Concerns Committee: No report.
Pastor Report: Written Report highlights included: no Memory Care communion in November or December due to facility on lock down because of Covid; preparing with Chris Lindee for the Choir Concert service and Christmas Eve Service; Bible studies on Wednesday mornings as well as online;
Congregational member calls especially to the members who haven’t been seen for more than a
month; in the process of setting up with WPCA radio to do a broadcast which will air the week of January 3-7.
Pulpit Committee: Meeting on January 4th.
Old Business: none
New Business: discussions on the following areas included: prayer requests should be announced
that they are available in the pew backs and what to do with them once filled out; sign in/attendance
sheets not being used consistently; since the church is restarting usher and greeter volunteers there
should be an updated duty list made up; all members need to have name tags available for them to
use when they come to worship.
Next meeting: January 11 @ 6 pm. The agenda will included the following:
·
Lent plans for Ash Wednesday (March 2nd) & possible soup supper
·
Walleye Dinner Friday March 4th ???
·
Readers Theater
Meeting adjourned @ 6:54
Submitted by: Sherry Monson
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IN MEMORY OF:

Poinsettia Recognition
2021

DONOR

Bruce Bevington .................................................................................. Kate Bevington
Merle Betzold, Robert &
Joanne Seibel .................................................................... Sheldon & Vicki Betzold
William H & Jeanne M. Burman .................................................... Burman Family
Ted Elmer &
Bernie Van Hyfte ...................................................................................... Marian Elmer
Shirley & Harvey Monson .................................................................. Sherry Monson
Martin & Lorena Baer,
G.E. & Judith-Helen Niccum .............................................. Nic & Vonnie Niccum
Loving Parents: Neal & Auva Whitley,
Wendell & Cora Scottum .................................................. Bob & Leanne Whitely
Marietta Wilson Pribnow, Lorraine Pribnow,
Donald Wilson ................................................................................. Eugene G. Pribnow
Loving Parents –Neal & Auva Whitley;
Wendell & Cora Scottum .................................................. Bob & Leanne Whitley
IN HONOR OF:
Vicki & Our Children & Grandchildren ...................................Sheldon Betzold
Moriah Tony, Evan & Alexa Brey &
Adam, Rachel & Josephine Morris.......................... Tom & Sandy Morris
The Niccum Grandchildren ...................................... Nic & Vonnie Niccum

Thank you to Leanne Whitley
If you have noticed the festive
centerpieces on the Fellowship Hall
tables you may want to take a minute to
thank Leanne Whitely. Leanne shares her
artistic talents and volunteers her time to
see that the table centerpieces
correspond to the seasons and special
holidays.
So many people have made a point to
comment on the clever decorations that
we want to make sure that Leanne gets
credit for her time and talent.
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